
PRAYER 

God says, "Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things, which thou 
knowest not." 

/ 

The psalmist said, "I called upon the Lord in distress; and the Lord answered me, and set me in a large 
place. The lord is on my side; I w1" not fear ... • 

It is better to trust in the Lord than to put confidence in man ... Ps 118:8 

WHEN WE CAll UPON THE LORD THINGS BEGIN TO HAPPEN: GOOWARD, INWARD, OUTWARD 

1. God loves us. "God commendeth his love toward us, in that. while we were yet sinners, Christ died
for us." (Romans 5:8) uHe that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not
with him also freely give us all things? (Romans 8:32}

2. God knows what our needs are. • ... your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask
him.u (Matthew 6:8)

3. God knows how to bless us. •tt ye then being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children;
how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?" (Luke 11:13)
Matthew 7:11 words it, • ... ho� much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to
them that ask him?"

4. God is glorified through answered prayer. As Bijah challenged wicked Ahab and the false prophets
he prayed, • ... Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this day that thou are God in
Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that I have done all these things at thy word.• {1 Kings 18:36)

5. God has promised to answer prayer. "cast thy burden upon the Lord, and he shall sustain thee; he
shall never suffer the righteous to be moved.• (Psalms 55:22) "O thou that hearest prayer, unto thee
shall all flesh come. u (Psalms 65:2) •He shall call upon me, and I wiU answer- him: I will be with him in
trouble; I will deliver him, and honour him.• (Psa 91:15) God has bound himself by an oath, by great 
pledges, to respond to his spiritual children. •For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: 
for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him. For whosoever shall call upon the name of 
the lord shal\ be saved." (Rom 10:12-13) "But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches 
in glory by Christ Jesus." (Philippians 4:19} 

In the light of the fact God loves us, knows our needs, knows how to bless, is glorified through answered 
prayer, and has bound himself by precious promises - it is irrefutably true that our felt need, our weak 
cry, our humble request moves the arm of God. God may not answer in the way we desire, but in the 
manner which is best for us. 

God may say "no" to our request. He wouldn't allow Moses to enter the promised land {Deut 3:23-26); 
he wouldn't release Elijah from the responsibilities of this lffe (1 Kings 17-19); he wouldn't promise the 
mother of James and Jolvl that they would have a favored place in the kingdom (Mt 20:22); he wouldn't 
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